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ATTACHMENT 1 - TERMS OF REFERENCE
Biodiversity Field Assistant

The Wildlife Conservation Society
WCS Cambodia Program
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BACKGROUND

The Northern Plains Landscape contains populations of highly threatened bird, mammal and plant species,
which are subject to an integrated program of conservation interventions to ensure their long-term survival.
The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) works in partnership with the Preah Vihear provincial government,
NGO partners and local communities to implement biodiversity monitoring, community conservation and
law enforcement activities across the landscape. Biodiversity monitoring activities are targeted at
understanding the abundance and distribution of bird and mammal species, and human threats in protected
areas. This information is used to inform zoning plans, ranger patrols, ecotourism and compliance systems.
The Biodiversity Field Assistant will primarily be responsible for assisting biodiversity team leaders to support
community research rangers with the implementation of wildlife monitoring tasks. They will also assist with
the transfer and entry of data from field notebooks and GPS devices to databases. Success in this role is
dependent on an interest in wildlife conservation, local knowledge of Preah Vihear province, and a strong
willingness to learn new skills.

DUTIES

1. Field wildlife surveys and monitoring (60 to 80 % of time / 3 to 4 days per week)

=  Assist team leaders with ensuring bird nest protection program protocols are adhered to

=  Support team leaders with the organization (i.e. field logistics) and implementation of routine and
ad-hoc bird and mammal surveys in and around protected areas

=  Support the survey work of the community research ranger teams, including the collection of
observation data on birds, mammals and human activity

= Assist in ensuring that all field survey and data collection protocols are fully adhered to

= Assist with communicating with local communities in the planning of biodiversity field activities

= Assist in the delivery of activities focused on building the capacity of community research rangers
and Community Protected Area patrol teams

=  Ensure the care and maintenance of all wildlife monitoring equipment

= Any other activities as requested by team leaders

2. Biodiversity data entry and management (20 to 40 % of time / 1 to 2 days per week)

= Assist with the regular and reliable transfer of community research ranger patrol and wildlife survey
data from field notebooks, cameras and GPS devices to computer databases (Excel, SMART, etc)

= Assist with ensuring that all biodiversity data is backed up on the landscape server and external hard
drives

= Learn how to use Geographical Information System software (QGIS and ArcGIS) in order to assist with
wildlife survey design, mapping and data visualization tasks

= Assist with the production of monthly biodiversity team reports detailing achievements and
monitoring results

Qualifications, skills and experience

= High school diplomas in biology, geography, computer science and/or mathematics.
= Interest in protecting Cambodia’s natural environment
=  Willingness to obtain new skills and attention to detail
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= Verbal communication and teamwork skills

= Local knowledge of Preah Vihear province Preferred

= Able to read maps and use technology (e.g. cameras, computers, smartphones)

=  Fluent spoken and written Khmer and intermediate spoken and written English

= Able to ride a motorbike under difficult field conditions

= Physically fit and able to trek and camp in rural/forest conditions over multiple days

W(CS reporting line

Biodiversity Field Team Leaders

Biodiversity Conservation Officer

Northern Plains Landscape Technical Advisor



